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Famous Composers
5th Grade Music Research Project 2013

Task Definition: Working in a group of 3 students, create a project and present it to your music class. The project should include important information about the life and music of a famous composer selected from the list on the next page. Your group will also present the specific music period that your composer belongs to.
· Each member of your group will select an area to research: the composer’s life, his music, or the music time period he lived in.

· As part of your project, you need to select and play a sample of your composer’s music. At least one member of your group should play your selection either on an instrument or play a recording of his music. 
You are welcome to play on the class piano or your own instrument. Or you may bring a CD of his music labeled with your name, the track number, and the minutes/seconds that you would like to be played. 
Another option is to send a link to a YouTube video including the length of your selection. You may also decide to include an audio clip of his music in a slideshow format. Free audio clips can be accessed at freeplaymusic.com.
Due Dates: 
Your group must select your composer and tell Mrs. Taguiam by Monday, February 25.
Begin sharing your research with your project group in music class by 
Monday, March 4.
Be prepared to present your project to the class and turn it in by 
Friday, March 29.

You may select from:

Baroque Period:
1. Antonio Vivaldi
2. Johann Sebastian Bach
3. George Frideric Handel

Classical Period:
4. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
5. Joseph Haydn
6. Ludwig van Beethoven
Romantic Period:
7. Frederic Francois Chopin
8. Peter Ilich Tchaikovsky
9. Johannes Brahms

Modern Period:
10. Scott Joplin
11. George Gershwin
12. Aaron Copland

What information do you need to gather in order to complete the task?

· Your group will need to assign a student to each of these roles:
1. Biographer – Responsible for learning the important facts of the composer’s life and reporting it to the group. What makes this composer great?
2. Musicologist – Responsible for listening to and learning about the composer’s most important music and sharing this with the group. Be sure to consider why we still listen to this composer’s music. What has made it last for so long?
3. Historian – Responsible for researching the period of music that your composer represents. You need to look at what makes this time period interesting and different from the period before it or after it. Include the dates, philosophy of the period, the style of the music/instruments, and related historical events.  
Everyone on the team: Take good and organized notes so that you may share the most important information with your group. You must write your notes in your own words. 
Information Seeking Strategies – Mrs. Howk can help.
Location and Access – Where are the sources located?

Electronic Resources

Print Resources
A list of helpful resources for your project will be handed out in class. Use the quality sources that you have learned about from Mrs. Howk and your teachers. Use good judgment about the accuracy of online resources (i.e. Wikipedia should not be your only source of information.)

You need a MINIMUM of three sources for your part of the project. See the last page to get started with your note taking.
Check here for links to electronic resources:  http://ridgeresources.weebly.com/fifth-grade.html 

Use of Information
Famous Composer/Music Period ______________________________________________
Biographer: Sources; Composer’s name, birth and death dates, place of birth/death; his childhood; his education; instruments played; his musical successes/failures; his personality; what were his relationships with other composers?; what made him great?
Musicologist: Sources; Composer’s music; how did his style reflect his time period?; what type of music did he write?; characteristics of his music; did his style change and how?; what music is he most famous for?; can you play an example recording or on an instrument?; was he popular during his lifetime? Select several pieces of his music to create a program for your proposal that is approximately 30 minutes in length.
Historian: Sources; Music Period; Characteristics of Period; What else is going on in the world at that time?; How does it differ from the time period before and after?; How does this impact your composer’s style of music?
Cite Your Sources!
You must give credit to your sources!
Book – title, author, copyright date
On-line Encyclopedia or Magazine Database (on-line magazine) - title of database, title of article, address
Website – name of website, author, and URL
Music recordings – name of music album or where you found it online, composer, artist 
Library books about your author can be found in Mrs. Taguiam’s room on the library cart. These books can be used only during music class time. Other books about your author can be checked out from the library. See Mrs. Howk for details.

Synthesis
Imagine that the San Antonio Symphony announces a contest to create a plan for the most exciting 5th Grade Symphony Concert program to be played next year. The team that enters the winning plan will earn a trip to Hawaii for your family and best friend! 

· Your group has to select a composer from a period of music history from the list above and present a proposal for a program of his music that would be enjoyed by San Antonio 5th Graders. The program should be 30 minutes in length and feature a variety of music.
· You must convince the San Antonio Symphony panel why your composer and his music is great.  You need to explain why his music reflects the philosophy of his time period and also describe why it has lasted beyond that period until today.
Project Format

Your group will select a format for your project that you think the Symphony panel will like best. Be sure to include images and visual information that will impress them!

· Powerpoint slideshow

· Online video or movie presentation

· Smartboard presentation

· Glogster presentation

· Poster presentation

· Oral report with written report
· Dramatic presentation (skit, interview, commercial, etc. ) including written report
Presentations should be no longer than 10 minutes in length. Please practice with a timer so that your group will feel comfortable with the time requirement.

Good luck with your presentation! Have fun with it and learn a lot!
